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Dear TotalLink Family and Friends,
Have you ever wondered what the ‘link” was in our name? Well, it’s you.

You are key to opening the door to choices and opportunities for people  
with disabilities in our communities. 

Look around. We have a beautiful story to tell. We embrace our differences, 
and we are all better for it.  

Because of you, people with disabilities are living the possible. They are  
active and contributing members of our communities.  

Your generosity links adults to over twenty social and learning programs. 

Your support links people to jobs. To date, we have placed more than 170 
people in paid jobs. 

Jobs are powerful. Jobs normalize differences and are a model for community 
inclusivity. Jobs enable people with disabilities to connect with others, lead 
lives filled with purpose and meaning, leverage their unique strengths and 
talents, continue learning, and earn a living.

Tonight, let us pledge to continue our work together as we bridge the gap  
and make a real difference in the lives of people with disabilities. Our shared 
work depends on each and every one of you. We cannot do it alone.

We invite you to be that critical link and champion for inclusivity and 
opportunity. Together, we will create a world where everyone has a chance  
to thrive and reach their full potential. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. We are deeply grateful for you and for 
your commitment to inclusion. We look forward to continuing our partnership 
and making our community even stronger.

Most sincerely,

Emily Raming
Executive Director 

P.S. Did you know?
In Illinois, fewer than 10% of workers with intellectual and/or developmental 
disabilities are employed in integrated workplaces, in stark contrast to the national 
average of 20%, as reported by the Institute for Community Inclusion at the 
University of Massachusetts Boston. 

Illinois ranks 49th out of 50 states in its funding for community inclusion for people 
with disabilities. 

Illinois spends most of its disability dollars within the large institutional care 
model. It is not a model that provides the opportunity for choice for people with 
disabilities.



Exciting things happen when we have high expectations
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6:30 PM
Cocktail Hour, Silent Auction, Raffle Ticket Sales

7:45 PM
Program Begins in Ball Room

9:15 PM
Silent Auction Closes

Raffle Drawing

10:00 PM
Raffle & Auction Check Out Opens

10:00 PM
Blackjack Table Closes

Our Program  
Tonight 



TotalLink to Community works with local businesses  
to employ adults with disabilities. 

We partner with these businesses to find the right job for a qualified  
and motivated job seeker. The businesses listed are currently employing, have 

employed, or are actively recruiting adults with intellectual and or  
developmental disabilities. Thanks to each of our partners for your support!

Abt Electronics
Ace Hardware
Affordable Portables
Aks Allure Salon and Spa
Alphabet Acres Daycare
Andreas Hogue Salon
Blick Art Materials
B’Nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim
Carol’s Cookies
Ceciel’s Flowers
CJE Senior Life - Weinberg  
Community for Senior Living
CMX Market Cinemas Old Orchard
College Park Athletic Club
District 28 KidCare
First Bank Chicago
Fields Jeep
Finley’s
Fresh Market
Georgia Nut Company
Good Earth Lighting
Grace Lutheran Church
Horizon Therapeutics
Humenik Dentistry
Jennings Chevrolet
Jewel
Kids First Pediatrics

Lou Malnati’s
Lux Salon
Mariano’s
Marriott Suites
Mark Drug & Medical Supply
Marshalls
Max & Benny’s
Michael’s Chicago Style Red Hots
MPM Food Equipment Group
Northbrook Public Library
North Suburban YMCA
Peachtree Place
Pet Supplies Plus
PostNet
Quantum Group
REI
Restore Hyper Wellness
Revolution Dancewear
SNAP Diagnostics
Spatz’s Management
Teddi Kossof Salon Spa
Trader Joe’s
True Value Hardware
Wags on Willow
Walgreens
Whole Foods Market
Zebra Technologies Corporation

OUR PARTNERS FOR INCLUSIVE



TotalLink prepares adults with disabilities for employment and 
connects them with employers who benefit from their commitment, 
reliability, unique perspective, and passion for the job. In turn, our 
adults gain a sense of purpose and belonging. 

Like all of us, people with disabilities need opportunities to learn and grow 
throughout adult life. At TotalLink, we see firsthand how adults with  
disabilities thrive when they have the opportunities to live a meaningful life  
in their communities. 

When people with disabilities graduate from school they have limited social, 
educational, and recreational oppportunities. They are at a greater risk of 
depression, isolation, loss of skills, and dependency on their families and 
the government for funding and support after graduating from high school. 
TotalLink has created 20 social and lifelong learning programs and annually 
serves more than 100 adults in these programs.

TotalLink uses a proven and innovative approach called Customized Employment 
to connect people with disabilities to paid work. It is an intensive, multi-step 
process that takes months to complete and costs more than $14,000 per person 
for a successful job placement. While it is a large investment, the returns are 
evident in the job retention rate and employer satisfaction.

TotalLink is different from other organizations serving people with disabilities - 
our goal isn’t to take care of people with disabilities, it is to create opportunities 
for people with disabilities to have a choice about where they work, play, and live.

TotalLink to Community is accredited by the Council on Quality 
and Leadership (CQL). CQL is known worldwide as a leader in 
promoting excellence and quality through sound research in to 
the policies, practices and procedures that lead to sustainable 
outcomes in person-centered services.  

TOTALLINK TO COMMUNITY’S
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Thank you to all our 2023 sponsors and donors!



Gilles Adam
American Science & Surplus Store
Amitabul Vegan  
Restaurant
Arlen Music Productions
Barnabys
Julie Becker
Bian Wellness 
Jody and Eric Barnes
Carolyn Lorraine Salon
Cathy Buch
Carol’s Cookies
Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves
Christie and Kevin Cáceres
Macy and Kevin Clemons
Curt Funke
Coopers Hawk
Dino’s Pizza
Kristin & Jack Dorgan
Erase Medispa
Georgie V’s
Golden Brunch
Brianne Hans
Highway House Restaurant
House of Cakes
Howard Street Inn
Jaspers
Jewel
Joe Donuts
Kappy’s
Rob Kogen
Koval Distillery
Greg and Deb Kunkel
Lettuce Entertain You
Lola’s Diner
Lola’s Mexican Restaurant
London House Chicago

Lux Salon
Susan Mack
Amy Malter
Max Mara
Joan McGee
Rose Metzger
Ana Miyares
Mystic Rogue
Nonna Silvia’s Trattoria
Original Pancake House
Panera
Pazzi di Pizza
Pennyville Station
Prairie Grass Cafe
Ravinia
Restore
The Res Girls
Revolution Brewing
Scott Harris Restaurants
Shop & Save
Stacks
Lynn Staudacher
Sun & Moon Yoga
Debbie Talsky
Talsky Tonal Chiropractic
Teddi Kossof Salon
The Book Bin
The Claim Company
Three Bags Full Knitting
Three Tarts Bakery
Pam Tokowitz
TotalLink Artists
Trader Joes
Valley Lodge
Waldorf Astoria Chicago
Janice Weinstein
Linda Weinstein
Zanies
Zia’s Social Bar

We would like to acknowledge the generosity of these individuals 
and local businesses for their contributions to The Revelry.



We’ve come a long way over the years. While we still offer the same 

friendly service from our bankers, we now also offer mobile and online 

banking, bill pay and so much more. 

We are the community bank that grows along with our community. 

At First Bank Chicago, we’re ready to bank with you and the next 

generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers and let us show you what we can do!

Banking for you and 
the next generation
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Co-founder of TotalLink to Community,  
dear friend, and passionate advocate.

Maureen Kogen
IN MEMORY OF


